Flannel Scarf Tutorial

Fabric Selection
Flannel is a comfortable fabric. Flannel has been brushed to make it soft
and fine. However, there are different types of flannel. What you typically
find in the nursery fabrics is a printed flannel. One side is printed, the other
side is not or is printed with some different pattern.
The flannel needed for this project is plaid. This flannel is woven of colored
threads and the pattern is the same on the front and back of the fabric.
This fabric comes in different widths—45 inches and 60 inches (or close).
If you’re in a fabric store or department you can ask their staff for guidance.

Cutting Length
If you want a longer scarf you need purchase
the following quantity:
• 2 yards of 45 inch wide plaid flannel
OR ½ yard of 60 inch wide plaid flannel.
• Matching thread for sewing.
Cut out a long strip of fabric approximately 18
inches wide and 60 inches long. You will lose 2
inches of width with two side seams we will sew
later. Cut along the lines of the plaid—it is so
much easier. Also trim the short ends of the strip
to have a straight edge—easier now than later.
Create the Fringe
No sewing just yet—you need to figure
out how long to make the fringe at the
ends of your scarf. For this project the
fringe was 2 inches long.
Put a pin at the 2 inch point on the ends
of the scarf.

Now comes the somewhat time
consuming part: You are going to pull
the horizontal threads at both ends of
the scarf. Be very careful to not pull the
long threads!

When you are done, it should look like this:

Finishing the Sides
You are not quite done just yet. Both of the long sides are unfinished; you
don’t want the scarf to continue to unravel. A side seam will close up the
horizontal threads.
Fold over the side raw edged ½ inch and press it with an iron. Then turn
the folded edge over again at ½ inch and press it again. Repeat on the
other side. Note that this is where you lose 2 inches of the width of your
scarf.

Now you need to sew both sides. By ironing the folded sides you may not
need to use pins to anchor the fold down—your choice. Make sure that
you keep that ½ inch fold.
Sew a seam at the left edge of the fold, back stitching as you begin and as
you end, just sewing on the fabric that has not been unraveled.

Hurray! You’re done! At some point you
may need to wash the scarf—use gentle
cycle and cold water.
Do not put the scarf in the dryer or your
fringes will go poofy. Hang dry is best.
These make great gifts. Or create a scarf as
an accessory for yourself.

Karen Ellis, 12/31/2018

