Money
Currency is small but holds value beyond the monetary. Money commemorates events,
represents the past or heritage. Such items were included in the 1935 Time Capsule.

Texas Centennial Half Dollar
This was a commemorative coin was minted in honor of Texas’s independence from
Mexico in 1836. The coin depicts an eagle on a branch in front of the Lone Star. Below
the eagle reads “HALF DOLLAR.” On the reverse is the goddess Victory with wings
spread over the Alamo. The Six Flags of Texas fly over her head. Below Victory reads
“REMEMBER THE ALAMO.” The coin was minted from 1934 to 1938. Size of the coins
were 2” diameter.
There were three Centennial Half Dollars in the time capsule, each one with a letter or
envelope identifying the donor.
At the opening of the 1905 City Hall Time Capsule on January 27, 1935, several Texas
Centennial Half Dollars were auctioned off by Sheriff Louis Lowe. Some of these coins
and their letters of authentication were added to the 1935 City Hall Time Capsule.
The first auctioned Texas Centennial Half Dollar was purchased by J.E. Alhgreen. The
coin is accompanied by a letter of authenticity by E.H. Roach, on American Legion,
Graham D. Luhn Post No. 39 letterhead and matching envelope.
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The second Texas Centennial Half Dollar was purchased at the same auction by E.E.
Rummel. Shown below are the paperwork establishing the authenticity of the purchase
by E.H. Roach, on American Legion, Graham D. Luhn Post No. 39 letterhead, with a
matching envelope.

Coin enlarged for emphasis
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The youngest donor of a Texas Centennial Half Dollar was W.R. Speegle, 2 years old
from Palestine. Young Mr. Speegle’s coin was bought by his grandfather Roy Holman
upon the opening of the 1905 City Hall Time Capsule.
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Confederate Money
The early citizens of Taylor had responded to the call for
arms and had served in the Spanish American War, the
Civil War, and World War I.
William E. Pryor, who served in the Spanish American
War, Company L, 4th Texas Volunteer Infantry, donated
mixed bills of Confederate currency that totaled $188.50.
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Novelty Coins
There were two novelty coins added to the time capsule, made of aluminum and
stamped with the person’s name with a star cut-out at the center. These coins were 1
1/8” in diameter.

The first novelty coin was donated by Edward H. Kohutek. It came with its own
envelope.

The second novelty coin was stamped with the name G.A. Houser, but had no envelope
or further documentation.
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General Coins
There was a wide variety of other coins included. Some were given specifically by
certain individuals.
Ned Fails, City Policeman, enclosed a US Liberty 1 Cent coin, dated 1802, in very poor
condition, almost completely worn smooth. The coin was 1 1/8” in diameter.

An old 1864 US Indian Head Penny was added by
Jack Perryman. The coin was quite corroded and
is here shown (front and reverse) enlarged for
better viewing.
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All members of the Buzan family made
contributions to the 1935 Time Capsule. A small
enveloped contained all the coins, including who
was credited for which coin. Front and reverse of
each coin is shown.
Tony E. Buzan, 1986 2¢ piece

Isabel Buzan, Mexican 25¢ coin, 1877

Lily Buzan, 1832 10¢ coin—with a hole in it.

Louis Buzan, 1856 Flying Eagle Penny

Grace Buzan, 1859 5¢ coin

Tony Buzan, Jr. 1862 Indian Head Penny

Mystery coin, same envelope,
not identified
Isabel Buzan, Mother, Half Dime, 1855
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There were also a batch of unidentified coins from the 1905 City Hall Time Capsule that
were moved on to the 1935 capsule. They were enclosed in the above envelope and
you can see the marks where each coin lay. There were 8 coins: 1893 German 5
Pfennig coin, 1900 German 5 Pfennig coin, 1876 German 10 Pfennig coin, US 1904 1
Cent Indian Head coin, and 2 unidentifiable coins, having been worn smooth.
1874 German 2 Pfennig coin

1901 German 1 Pfennig coin

1893 German 5 Pfennig Coin

1900 German 5 Pfennig Coin

1876 German 10 Pfennig Coin

1904 US One Cent Indian Head Penny

Two unidentified coins (no reverse shown)
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Newspapers
Taylor has had a rich history of newspaper coverage. Included in the time capsule were
several newspapers: full day issues, selected pages, student publications and special
editions.
Issues included:
Taylor Herald (German) May 16, 1935 edition
Southern Messenger, The Official Catholic Newspaper of Texas, San Antonio, Dallas
and Houston edition, May 16, 1935
The Elgin Courier and Four County News, May 16, 1935
The Semi-Weekly Campus, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas. May 10,
1935.
Taylor Daily Press, January 28, 1935. Front page only, with article about the opening of
the 1905 City Hall cornerstone.
Taylor Daily Press, May 20, 1935, special edition: Trade Day Edition.
Taylor Daily Press, May 20, 1935, regular edition. Articles on front page relate to
contents of cornerstone and installation of the cornerstone.
Taylor Daily Press, May 22, 1935, regular edition. Article on front page about the events
for the cornerstone installation that afternoon.
Advertising Sheet for the Taylor Bedding Mfg. Company, March 31, 1935
Taylor High School Cotton Boll, May 17, 1935. Two copies.

While these newspapers are too big to be properly scanned and represented in this
catalog, certain articles of note are included here. These articles relate to the opening
of the 1905 City Hall Time Capsule and the internment of the 1935 City Hall Time
Capsule.
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Opening of the 1905 City Hall Time Capsule, January 28, 1935, Taylor Daily Press
The comments about a horned frog hark to the tale about a horned lizard who survived
internment in the cornerstone of the Eastland County Courthouse. The horned lizard
was added to a time capsule in 1897 at that West Central Texas courthouse. When the
time capsule was opened up in 1928, the creature supposedly was still alive, earning
the nickname of Ol’ Rip after the fictional character Rip Van Winkle.
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Historical Information in 1905 Time Capsule, Jan 19, 1935, Taylor Daily Press
In the January 29, 1935 Taylor Daily Press, a digest of some of the stories contained in
the 1905 time capsule was published. Pretty much the headlines of 1905 were
described, both of national or local interest.

Ceremony for 1935 City Hall Time Capsule
In anticipation of the interment of the 1935 City Hall Time Capsule, there were a couple
of articles run in the Taylor Daily Press.
The May 20, 1935 article was rather lengthy and is include next in two parts.
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The May 22, 1935 article from the Taylor Daily Press runs down the schedule of events
for the day.
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Objects
While the contents of the 1935 City Hall Time Capsule were pretty tightly packed, there
were a few three-dimensional objects included. These selected items must have had a
lot of significance to the contributors in 1935.

Keys
The keys to the demolished 1905 City Hall included office keys and the women’s
restroom keys. Each key was tagged with an inscription to which doors the key was
matched to: the Water Works office, the Commissioners room, the City Manager’s
Office and the ladies’ restroom. Despite any resizing for illustration purposes, all the
tags and keys are the same size.
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Ivey Foster Cigar
The Foster Laundry was a longtime business in Taylor, located at 201 East Third Street.
The laundry was first run by Mr. P.J. Foster, then next by his son, Mr. Ivey R. Foster.
It is unclear if the cigar was printed with Mr. Ivey
Foster’s name because he ordered his cigars so
inscribed or if this was a commemorative item.
The cigar is 4 ½ inches long.

Weapons
Surprisingly, two weapons confiscated by the Taylor Police Department were also
included in the time capsule collection.
The first item is a knife, with a long, thin blade. The envelope that held it described it as
an “East Dallas Special, commonly carried by Negro Women of Taylor in their
Stocking."
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This knife has a 3 ¾” handle and a 3” blade. The blade is indeed razor sharp and would
likely inflict quite a bit of damage.
The next weapon was quite heavy and formidable, consisting of a thick, black leather
strap and large metal square nut. It was wrapped in an evidence tag with string. The
tag included the following identification:
"This is a "Black Jack" carried by Negros quiet [sic] often--a very dangerous weapon.
May 22, 1935."

This handmade weapon was used to bludgeon a victim to render him or her unable to
fend off the criminal. The leather strap was 10 ½” long, and the metal nut was 1 ½” in
diameter.
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Items from World War I
Two items were in an envelope, donated by Darlingtons of Taylor. One item is a heavy
old key, which opened a door at the barracks of the 96th Aero Squadron at Petite Maulin
in France. The key, which measures 5” long, was donated by Frank Darlington Sr.
The second item was a level from a German airplane, shot down by a member of the
96th Aero Squadron. The level still has a bubble inside and is only 1 ¼” long. This has
been donated by Frank Darlington Jr.
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The 96th Aero Squadron was organized in August of 1917, at Kelly Field (later known
as Kelly Air Force Base, San Antonio). This squadron consisted of about 80 men and
became an elite group with specialized flying training and qualifications.
This Squadron was deployed in France through World War I and mostly flew bombing
runs against the enemy. They were involved in some very colorful missions, raids and
fights against German airplanes.

96th Aero Squadron – Group Picture. Courtesy of the National Archives, Washington, D.C.
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